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THE PAPISTICAL CRISIS. 



The greater part of the following pages 
having been written towards the close of the 
Grenville administration^ accounts for the 
languag'e* being adapted to the existing cir- 
cumstaflces of that period; but it was thought 
prudent on those ministers' dismissal from 
office, to desist from agitating the Catholic 
question any further; and therefore the 
publication was stopped. But that claim 
being renewed with much additional weight 
both in and out of Parliament, renders a 
revival of the arguments against their de^ 
mands absolutely necessary, as a most effec- 
tual styptic to the fallacious reasoning in fa* 
vour of the ruinous extent of their present 
iNckEASEB claim. 

With respect to the arguments brought 
forward upon this subject, it must be ad- . 
mitt6d, thosfe adduced in several letters un- 
der the signature of Peter Plyipley, are the 
tnost impressive and delusive, and call forth 
the whole force of human precaution^ to 
avoid their pernicious impressions on the 
unguarded cursorary reader, tt is not my 
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intention to attempt any thing like a minute' 
investigation in detail of ^his author's lite-i 
rary fascination, but content myself with 
meeting him on the great question,— The 
Violation of ms Majesty's Coronation 
Oath! which he labours to convert into a 
mere political contract, that ought to be sub- 
servient to state policy* Surely, the same 
reasoning will hold good with respect to the 
oath of the judges, that sacred guarantee of 
all that Englishmen can boast over the ab- 
^ct slavery, which, under Popish govern* 
ments, so odiously disfigured humanity :-*• 
.what a dreadful state would the subjects of 
this country be in, if judges, who are so* 
lemnly sworn to interpret the laws with fide- 
lity, and dispense them in justice and mercy, 
should be called upon in every, political com- 
.motion, to disregard their solemn obliga- 
tion, in compliance with the frantic politics of 
every unprincipled and desperate faction they 

. might choose to support ! yet, such is the 

/ 

doctrine of Peter Ply mley, and others, a doc- 
trine not calculated to procure ahy essential 
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advantages to the Irish Catholics, or any 
salutary purposes for the good of their Pro- 
testant brethren ; but to give strength to a 
set of men who are struggling, not for 
liberty, but virtual slavery.; and v^^ho would 
rather see • a foreign enemy plundering the 
country, than not possess the power tp 
plunder it themselves. 

.The revolution of 1688 was brought 
about by the accumulated wisdom of ages> 
and is justly placed among the brightest, and 
Jiappiest events recorded in history* It freed 
the British Nation from . a long train of 
X^amities we tremble to contemplate ; — and 
as if it vvas the peculiar boon of Heaven, ac*- 
cpmplished without the horrors of war, or 
any of its disastrous consequences. A con- 
tinued system of tyranny, during former 
reigns, had rendered the situation of the 
subjects intolerably grievous ; their sub- 
stance was precarious, and their persons 
daily liable to be seized, at the pleasure of 
an arbitrary monarch ; for in the tyrannic 
reign of Hjenry 8t|;i, whoever, believed to 
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6ay, what had been truth 'the" day beforei 
were coriimitted to the flames ; but had they 
happily remained undiscovered oiie day lon- 
ger, their creed had been orthodox, and 
their lives spared. — ^He died ; his three chil- 
'dren succeeded to his crown; and each 
changed the national religion. Edwab© VL 
converted his subjects from Catholic to Pro^ 
fest4mt; his sister and successor, Mary, re- 
dtoiftd the X^tkolk veligk^i again, and com- 
^tted to the flames those who would not 
embrace it, Elizabeth espoused the Pro^ 
Ustant cause, ai»d again established it ; thus, 
in the Space of eleven years, the national 
TCKgion changed from Cath6lic to Protectant, 
from Protestant to Catholic, and from Ca-- 
tholic to Pretesiant again ; and each change 
brought with it a train of sufferings, suffi- 
cient ; to deter the people of JSngland from 
consenting to the Cathdlics {)ossessing a sin- 
gle iota (rf* addkio*ial civil piower. 

The short reign of James H. which, 
immediately preceded this glorious epoch, 
was little else than a violation of law^ 
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;justice, and hum&nity ; and would soon have 
left his subjects without the Baean» of res- 
cuing themselves from duogeons, tprtures, 
and death :— Thus the Gonslitutioa was pre^ 
served^ at th« very momeirt it see£0ed on the 
ifCFge of absolute desiniction; and attained 
a degree of perfection unknown in any, 
Ancient or Modefn State. And we ought 
to reflect, with uncommon gratitude, that 
the finame of the English Government, in 
defiante ttf its internal foes, and foreign 
enenwes, promises to flourish, while tyrannic 
powers will be swallowed up in despotism* 

A very slender knowledge of the bis-» 
tory of this Country, more especially th6 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of former times, 
Will convince every rational man of the 
necessity of the various laws that have beeii 
made, from titne to time, to secure our 
iteligious and civil rights, against the enfu- 
riated bigotry, and murderous doctrine, of 
Papal cruelty, which in those days so de- 
fbnhed Christianity. I shall, therefore, select 
a few of the most proniinerit effi)rts of the 
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British Legislature, calculated to attain 
those necessary ends. 

It must be admitted, many of the 
statutes in question seem to have exceeded 
the bounds of moderation, and drew from 
the president Montesquieu, an observation, 
that they w^ere calculated to do muqh harm 
in cool blood ; but it must be remembered, 
'>ihose laws wear more the aspect of intero- 
rum, than sanguinat-y prosecution ; for they 
have seldom (if ever) been exerted to the 
extent, either of the spirit or letter ; the 
urgency of the times which produced them> 
did not, upon a cool review, approve them 
as a permanent system of law. 

The restless machinations of the Je- 
suists, during the reign of Elizabeth; the 
turbulency of the Papists, under the new 
establishment, and the boldness of their 
attempts to aid the succession bf the Queen 
of Scots ; the Powder plot ; the intrigues of 
Queen Henrietta, in the reign of Charles I. 
the struggle for a Popish successor to Charles 
II. the assassination plot, in the Reign of 
Xing William, and the avowed claim of a 

^ Digitized by VjU*^ VIC 



Catholic Pretender, will account for passing 
laws, holding out such seeming severity. 

^ However, the happy period long since 
arrived, when all fears of a Pretender 
vanished, and the power of the Pope be- 
came feeble, ridiculous, and despicable. 
Hence the softening those rigorous edicts, 
which, in a great measure, has been effected 
by a statute passed in the 18th year of the 
present King, with regard to such Papists 
as will take the oaths of Allegiance to -his 
Majesty ; abjuration of the Pretender ; 
renunciation of the Pope's civil power, ahd 
abhorrence of the doctrine of destroying, 
and not keeping faith with Heretics; and 
deposing or mdrdering Princes excom- 

. municated by authority of the See , of 
Rome. , 

In order taore fully to Secure the pu- 
rity of the Revolution, in its infancy, 
against non-conformists of all denomina- 
tions, two legal bulwarks were erected, the 
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Corporation, and Test act ; but the humane 
relaxation of these laws amount to a virtual 
repeal: — for in proportion to the diminu- 
tion of just suspicion, liberal confidence has 
increased ; and let those who affirm that 
the Catholics have been harshly treated by 
those laws, reicollect that their invincible 
hatred, while in alliance with civil power, 
could not fail influencing the suffering party, 
who, in their turn, very naturally studied 
to secure themselves against future cruel- 
ties. > 

It is admitted, by a very able advocate 
for the Catholics, that a better establishment 
than the Revolution, ipore consonant with 
the rights of the people, and the prerogative 
of the Crown, England can never enjoy ; — 
Is the legislature, then, to be blamed for 
guarding so inestimable a blessing, by the 
same human prudence that raised it? — a 
securi^ only employed to protect the 
Monarchy^ and defend our rights: — ^The 
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time was, when a much less portion of 
toleration would have been received with 
gratitude; and contented both Catholics and 
Dissenters; but as indulgences have in- 
creased, their demands have multiplied also; 
their personal rights being firmly secured, 
they now boldly reproach the State for with- 
holding a// Political privileges, and insist that 
every salutary precaution ought to give way 
to an indiscriminate and dangerous confi- 
dence. 

The dreadful effects of religious bigotry, 
.when actuated by erroneous principles, even 
of the Protestants, . are sufficiently evident 
from the history of the Anabaptists, in Ger- 
many, — the Conventiclers in Scotland, and 
the swarm of Sectaries in England : — it was 
the hypocrisy and frantic zeal of the Dissen- 
ters that dethroned and murdered Charles 
I. ; — ^it was the same implacable hatred to 
Monarchy that completely overturned the Go- 
vernment, and erected a diabolical common- 
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wealth on its ruins ; it wa!s their turbixlent 
disposition, and republican principles, that 
called for the several disabilities and restric- 
tions they so loudly complained of: yet, 
~ in process of time, the Legislature, with the 
true spirit of liberal magnanimity, extended 
that indulgence to these Sectaries, which 
they, when in power, denied to the Church 
of England ; — and though these Statutes are 
not universally abrogated, yet they are vir- 
tually suspended, and cease to exist, with 
regard to such Protestant Dissenters as 
accede to the requisite means of protecting 
the essence of the Revolution. 

With respect to the Papists, it has been 
observed, by a celebrated and Constitutional 
. . writer, that there could be no fair objection 
to th^ir participating in a general toleration, 
provided their non-conformity was founded 
onljf on a difference of opinion in Religion ; 
and their principles did not extend to a sub- 
version of the Civil Government ; — but 
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while tjiey acknowledge a foreign power, 
superior to the sovereignty of the kingdom; 
they cannot complain, if the laws of that 
kingdom will not permit them an unlimited 
participation, and treat them on the footing 
of Protestant subjects. 

Before I proceed further, it may be ne- 
cessary to recollect the relative estate between 
a King of England and his subjects ; — It is a 
maxim in our laws, that subjection and 
protection are reciprocal ; and these recipro- 
cal duties seem to be fully established by the 
convention of 1688, in which it was de- 
clared. King James had broken the contract 
between him and his people ; — However, as 
the terms of the contract were> at that hi-r 
gotted period, in some measure, disputed, 
toon after the revolution, those duties were 
expressly declared ;— and the contract redu- 
ced to a plain certainty, and to obviate all 
possible doubt and difficulty concerning such 
contract, it was expressly declared, by th€ 
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Statute of 12th and 13th of William III. 
that the Laws of England are the birth-right 
of the people thereof; and all the Bangs who 
shall ascend the throne of this realm, ought 
to administer the same according to the said 
Laws : — by which Statute, all former Laws 
and Statutes of the Realm, for securing the 
established religion, the rights and liberties of 
the people, are ratified aiid confirmed:- — 
The contract between the King and his peo- 
ple is now in the Coronation Oath, 
which, by the Statute of the 1st of Willianj 
and Mary,- is to be administered to every 
Ring, by one of the Archbishops or Bishops, 
in the presence of all the people, who, on 
their part do reciprocally , take the oath of 
Allegiance. 

' The form of that Oath will be found in 
BlackstoneV Commentaries, vol. l , page 235, 
but the following extract seems all that is re- 
quisite oh the present occasion, in which it 
will be seen his Majesty swears, that, to the 
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utmost of his power, he will maintain the 
Laws of God ; the true profession, of the 
Gospel, and the Protestant reformed Religion, 
established by the Law ; and that he will 
preserve, unto the Bishops and Clergy of the 
Realm, and to the Churches committed to 
their charge, all such rights and privileges 
as, by Law, do or shall, appertain to 
ihem or any of them. 

The Oath, in former times, was admi- 
nistered in doubtful words and expressions ; 
but at the Revolution it was framed and 
conceived expressly as taken by his present 
Majesty ; and it must be confessed a more 
solemn obligation, human wisdom could 
not devise : and to make the act more awful, 
if possible, his Majesty, in turther token of 
reverence and indissoluble attachment to the 
Church, kissed the Bishops who were kneel- 
ing at the Altar ! . 

And is such an heaven-registered vpw^ 
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inviolably kept for near half a century, tt> 
be now assailed, not for the essential good of, 
either Catholics or Protestants, but to gra- 
tify the bloated ambition of men, who have 
npthing in view but a system of uncontrol- 
able tyranny over the liberties and 'property 
of the people ? has not his Majesty then, in 
rejecting the bill, which intended the Roman 
Catholics a power, that, if abused, would end 
in the total subversion of the Constitution, 
and the destruction of Monarchy itself, 
discharged his duty to his God, his cotosci- 
ence, and his people ? 

Lord Grenville's arguments, in favor of 
the measure, are ushered into the world, 



aided by those vast abilities, he is universally* 
allowed to possess ; and though I cannot 

, withhold my admiration of the ^«anly 
terms with which he maintains his opinion, 
I can, by no means, agree, that it is not 

, founded in error ; and the only apology his 
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Lordship hds beejpi able to make, for non* 
rishing . that ^ error is, that he erred in 
company with the immortal Pitt, and Mr. 
Fox. What benefit his Lordship could sup- 
pose his argumelits would receive from such 
a plea, I am. at a loss to divine ;— and the 
more so, as he. candidly admits the opinion 
of those two great statesmen was overruled 
by the greatest niajority of Parliament ever 
known. His Lordship also confesses, that 
Mr. Pitt soon afterwards corrected his^ opi- 
Biott, rand formed^ more mature judgment. 
With respect* !to Mr. Fox, whatever his 
genuine opinion might have been oh the 
subject, w^hen . out of office, he entirely 
renounced the measure when he came in^ 
availing himself, in a scandalous species of 
duplicity, that, though the Catholic claims^ 
might be just, it tvas not the time to grant 
them : JLhus every pretension to justify the 

measure (from his Lordship's own account) 
completely failed; for he found himself 
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in a minority even of the Cabinet : what- 
then could urge him to press on the ELing a 
^ measure so inimical to the civil and religious 
rights of the people, so dangerous to the 
existence of monarchy, and in direct viola- 
tion of his Majesty's oath and solemn con- 
tract with his people ? — ^The only plausible 
inducement that could take possession of his 
Lordship's mind, I shall presently shew, and 
allow him its full advantage. 

The material part of the n^otiation 
having fallen to the lot of Lord Howick, I 
shall quit my animadversions on the part 
Lord GrenVille took, with an assurance to 
his Lordship, that I give him unqualified 
credit for bis assertion, that *' not a thought 
of deluding, betraying, or imposing on his 
Majesty y whom he so loved and venerated, 
and to wfiom he was^ bmind Jby^ m many and 
such awful ties, ever could haver falmd a 
momenfs residence in his breast ;** he adds^^ 
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'* HE MIGHT BE MISTAKEN IN THE PER- 

FORMAKCE OF HIS doty/' — ^It IS that mis- 
take only I lament ; for I believe the Empire 
does not contain a man more afiectionate to 
his Majesty, more attached to the interest 
and dignity of the crown, and, of course, 
friendly to the people, than his Lordship. 

With . respect to Lord Howick, the 
whole tenor of his political career forbids 
such an outrage to truth, as that of compar- 
ing him with Lord Grenville; the democratic, 
turbulent Charles Grey, will never cease to 
present Lord Howick as a man v^hose former 
tenets wereinimicaltotheKing,andthewelfare 
of thepeople : whose thirst for power, for him- 
self and his desperate profligate party, would, 
in my apprehension, reconcile any measure, 
however daring, that afforded a prospect of 
usurping a dangerous controul over his Ma- 
jesty's subjects ; — a man who has uniformly 
joined an execrable, faction, consistent in 
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nothing but hostility to the wisest and 
ablest administration this country ever 
knew. — However, more on this subject 
when I come to treat of Lord Grenville's 
conduct, in the arrangetnent of the late 
Ministers. . 

Lord Howick's historical detail of the 
several conferences he had with his Majesty, 
respecting the extent and operation of the 
Catholic bill, discovers an uniform and pre- 
meditated purpose, to obtain his Majesty's 
(Consent, by surprise, to say no worse. Let 
any cool, dispassionate .man peruse his Lord- 
ship's own account ; will he not say it exhi- 
bits the most assiduous industry to avoid 
giving his Sovereign full, unqualified informa- 
, tion, respecting the most material object the 
billembraced ? — Lord Howick could not sup- 
pose, that his Majesty, who reluctantly 
agreed to any extension of the privileges of 
the Catholics, should, in a few days, be. 
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I 

brought to concur in concessions so exten- 
sive as to put the dissolution of monarchy 
itself in their power ! 

Lord Ho wick says, that while the bill 
was in the House^ he had an audience of his 
Majesty, who enquired what business was 
that day before the Commons ?* and whe- 
ther the bill was not the same as the Irish 
> bill of 1793 ; — he then says, he stated, fw 
the first time, in what the difference con- 
sisted; and upon that explanation, the ob- 
jections of his Majesty were so numerous, 
that it was impossible to modify the pro- 
position, or remove an aversion that seemed 
invincible ; and which drew from his Ma- 
jesty a declaration, that he must look for 
new servants : this, to the heartfelt joy of 
all his faithful subjects, was soon accom- 

* Let the uninformed part of his Majesty's subjects hence 
learn, how minutely the king watches over the rights and 
privileges of his people. 
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plished. — Surely tvtfen the King, on a former 
occasion, mariifested his dislike to the bill, 
he must have clearly imderstbod the subject, 
and when his Lordship discovered his Majes- 
ty's aversion to the measure, was it decent, 
or consistent with his duty, to withhold 
from hkn its genuine dnd unqualified pur- 
poses? — ^Why proceed with the bill, and carry 
on the subsequent negotiations with the de- 
legates of the Irish Catholics ? Why give 
them to understand the tt;/iofe of their de- 
mands would be granted, when his Majesty 
had assured him he never would comply 
with the extent of their requisition ? — Can 
there be a greater proof, that his Majesty 
either suspected, or had been told, he was 
deceived, than the peremptory manner of 
his demanding this explanation, and the 
subsequent declaration, *' That he must look 
for new servants? — ^What must have been 
the feelings of the King, and his. ideas of 
Lord Howick's conduct, to make such a de- 
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ctaration? What was it dse but saying, you 
have attexnpte4 to deceive me> to bqtr^y pae 
into a breach of my oath ; to invade tljie 
sokmn contract I have made with xnj peo- 
.ple, and doom posterity to mourn the event 
in astonishment ? Can I, then, loiter trust 
you? If this is not the fair construc- 
tion, and natural inference, I should be 
glad to know what other interpretation it 
will admit. 

The intentiorjs of the^ Minister having 
happily been defeated, kt us bestow ?l few 
minutes on an inquiry into their pretext, 
for granting such alarming powers to the 
Roman Catholics ; one of which appears to 
be that of quieting the revolting disposition 
that had recently shewn itself in some parts 
of Ireland. — ^Will Lord Howick, or any 
-man, point out a period consisting of 
five years together, within the last century 
that l^imilar, or more dangerous commo- 

c2 
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tions have not arisen in Ireland ? Has he 
forgot the white boys^ and other acts of re- 
bellion ? or that, so lately as the year 1796, 
nothing but the immediate interference of 
Providence saved that nation from a com- 
plete conquest? — ^Does he not recollect, 
that in 1798, Dublin was nearly revolu- 
tionized ? Has it escaped his memory, that, 
among many other atrocious acts of rebel- 
lion, in 1803, a nobleman, high in office, 
fell a sacrifice in the heart of that city, to 
the fury of the principles of bigotry ? Lord 
Howick cannot have forgot the Fitzgeralds', 
and O'Connors', unless! could suppose he 
has forgot the old friends of Charles Grey ! 
Who is the present demagogue of the Irish 
Catholics? Mr. O'Connor ; of whom I 
shall speak more in the course of this little 
treatise.-— It is the detested name of O'Coij- 
nor, whom Lord Howick tells us demands 
unlimited command of our Army and Navy : 
No matter who demands it,— the question 



Digitized by 



Google 



21 

is, what situation are we in if we grant 

IT ? ; What security . will Lord 

Howick propose to this country, that 
it shall not become a prey to the 
execrable enemy of all the civilized states 
in Europe ? 

Concessions, not founded on the princi- 
ples of liberty, and natural rights of subjects, 
have ever been productive of the most ruin* 
ous consequences. 

It was ill-advised concessions that de- 
prived Charles the I. of his life, and the 
country of its Monarchy ! ^ ^ 

It was concessions lost us America ! — 
and let Lord Howick peruse the history of 
this, or any other country, and produce one 
instance where concessions, grounded on a 
similar plea with the Catholics, have not 
been destructive to the state that grsmted 
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f hem J It is in Vain to talk of concessions of 
*ueb a latitude, by way of curing an incon- 
sid^able local discontent : — ^it is possible the 
Catholics would not make a bad use of the 
IKJwer demanded ; But suppose they 
6HOULP ? For one, I tremble at the conse- 
quence, and, I trust, the magnanimous 
conduct of his Majesty will never permit the 
rights dnd jJrivileges of Enghshmen, and 
the monarchy itself, to depend upon men, 
whose religion teaches them to turn the 
sword against the breast that put it in 
their hands ; and who, from their infancy, 
are taught to beKeVe, that in fighting for a 
Protestant Monarch, they are warring against 
their God! \ 

Thfe bill of 1793, grants to the Catho- 
lics every thing compatible with the safety 
of the Empire ; but to put in their hands 
4be command of our Army, and Fleets would 
Ibe to countenance all the outrages flowing 
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from a political ins^ity^ and would place, 
them within a few strides of the Crown itself; 
to protect which we are to pay bo conopli-. 
ment to probabilities, but effectually to 
g^uafd against possibilities. 

With respect to the plea of conciliating 
the afiections of so large a portion of his^ 
Majesty's subjects, the price demanded for 
their friendship is out of all proportion to 
the utmost extent of the benefits arising 
from an imqualified accession to their 
demands. 

I am sincerely inclined to yield to every 
argument which even their admirable and 
^miable champion (Father O'Leary)* has 

* We have lamentable proofs, that this gentleman was but 
one of a very Uf«i^ exceptions to the mischievous principles 
that Actuate his brethren; and^ that there are too m^sxj^ 
0*Coigley's ready to poison the loyalty and peaceable^emeanor 
of his Majesty's subjects^ in Ireland \ this self-d^uded Priest 
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urged in their favour; and, if the Catholic^ 
priests were all stimulated by the principles 
of , that excellent man, I should be among 
tlie first to risk an unlimited confidence : — 
I also readily admit, that the Irish Catholics, 
serving in our Fleets and Armies, are entitled 
to the most eminent praise ; their gallantry 
yields to none ; and there is not a description 
of men to whom this country is more indebted 
for its glorious conquests than to the Irish : 
it is impossible for me to withhold this tribute 
of praise, who have served among them, and 
frequently witnessed their intrepidity; but 

(O'Coigley) fell a sacrifice to his blind zeal for Papal supremacy, 

andadaring attempt to accomplish the French Invasion. The pub* 

lie may rtmember, that he was convicted and executed for Treason 

at Maidatone, as the principal in 0*Conner's plan of reform, so 

« 
eminently cherished, and applauded by the whole phalanx of 

Foxites, both noble and ignofile. The only legal distinction be-^ 

tween him and the rest of the Traitors was, that of the dia- 

bolicd manifesto to the directory of F^ranoe being found in his 

pocket, which, till within a few hoars of their apprehension, 

was in possessioa of O'Connor, 
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this, and all that it is prudent for a liberal 
mind to adniit in their favor, ought not, can- 
not, prevail in surmounting his Majesty's vir- 
tuous determination in adhering to nis sacred 
oath. I should rejoice to see his Majesty go 
every prudent length in their favour; but, I 
should shudder to see him on the very brink 
of a dangerous precipice, — for fear his foot 
SHOULD SLIP. Let it then be the consolation 
of the present age, as it will be the pride 
of posterity to learn, t^at, in George the 
Third, Britons found a safe repository for 
tiieir inestimable blessings, secured to them 
by the glorious Revolution ; and which 
placed the illustrious House of Brunswick 
on the throne. 

Ministers having been superceded "in 
their situation by more eligible men, wished 
to shift the occasion of their dismissal from 
the effects of the Catholic bill to secret 
influence ; and the faction are now renewing, 
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with double vociferousness, that flimsy cant 
term; 03 if it was not his Majesty's undoubted 
privilege tQ call for the adyi(?e of every sub- 
ject in his Realm, ^tn4 which t^heir allegiance 
obliges them to give ; mgre especially hig 
liereditaFy (ppuncellors of the crpwn.— It ipi^ay 
beji asi it is rumoured, tha^ his Majesty di,d, 
*t the critiic»l juncture we have beeiQ speak-? 
of, call for the advice of Lords Eldon an4 
H^wkesljury ; aiid to whom could the King 
resort for advice> but men best qi^talified 
to afford iti ^d least suspected pf imw^irthy, 
or interested motives in imparting it?-— • 
Admit, then, under the eml))9rass^d <rirQuiQr 
stances in which his Majesty was placed 
by his late servants, that he nqt pnly ^afie4 
for such advice, but implicitly followed it! — 
Is there any thing very unconsititutioiial, or 
nouvelle in the measure ? 

When the cqalition Vfitwe«a Lord 
North and Mr. JFo?; was foriQed^ for the 
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avowed purpose of seizing on the Executive 
Government, and adopting measures dan- 
gerous to the British Constitution ; and, 
under the pretence of reformation, aiming 
at the confiscation of property; at that awful 
period his Majesty fortunately did not confine 
himself to the advice of his ostensible Mi- 
nisters, but consulted Lord Temple; the 
salutary consequence of whose council has 
ever been the subject of applause from all 
true friends to the constitution; and his 
Majesty then thought proper to dismiss his 
Ministers with such precipitation, as evinced 
the necessity of the measure ; — ^their seals of 
oiHce being immediately called for, as it w^s 
judged dangerous to trust them wXth power 
another day : — ^what followed, is too well 
known to reqmrearedtal-in this pkce; for, 
on that memorable occaaon Mr.Fitt came into 
office 5 an event that drew from an afifecticm- 
ftte and loyal people, the most unqualified 
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approbation. What then becomes of the 
<iemocratic cant of secret injkience P — how- 
ever, this influence is admitted, in the present 
case, to refute the idle and baseless clamour 
raised against men, whose eminent abilities 
are now employed to work the salvation of 
their country. 

There are reasonable grounds to believe, 
his Majesty acted independent of any advice, 
and confined himself to the single consulta- 
tion of his own conscience ; for, from the 
very first proposition on the subject of the 
bill, he expressed a dislike to the proceed- 
ings, and it was not likely that he should 
hastily forget the opinion he had fornied, or 
feel himself under any necessity of fortifying 
sentiments drawn from the very e3sence of 
his own securitv, and,. what is equally dear 
to him, the protection of 9 people, from 
whom he had recently received tokens of 
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affection and loyalty, unknown to any of his 
predecessors.* 

My opinion is greatly strengthened by 
perusing the speech of his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cumberland, upon the Catholic 
Petition. His Royal Highness, , after a train 
of reasoning on the subject, not to be con- 
troverted by the force of human ingenuity, 
condudes by an address, that would have 
done honor to Cicero or Demosthenes, 
in the following words, which ought to be 
written in capitals of gold, and posted on 
the door of every church in the kingdom. — 

" Far be it from me, my Lords, 
^' to shackle, or to fetter the con- 



. * When his Majesty was restored from a calamitous 
iUness, so universal^ and heartfelt, was the joy upon the occa- 
sion, that even the debtors in the King's Bench and Fleet 
Prisons, at that moment, fofgot their own Afflictions, and 
pressed forward in the most affectionate congratulations upon 
'the hrppy event. 
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'* science of any man! — but equally 
" far be it from me to pull down^ by 
" rash innovation, any of the venerable 
" pillars of the Constitution I All 
*^ tliat can be given, consistent with 
*' reason and conscience, I am prompt 
. *' to give. — But the Constitution, I 
" cannot, dare not, will not give. — 
"I must uphold and support, with 
** the last efforts of my nature, the 
'^ establishmeijt in church and state, 
*' as the great step by which the 
*' house of Brunswick came to the 
" Throne." - 

This speech is so consonant wi.i his 
Majesty's conduct, that it is very natural to 
suppose his Highness was perfectly ac- 
quainted with his royal father's unalterable 
sentiments at that period ; - and that his 
Majesty cordially approved his Highness's 
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sentiments, previous to his delivering them 
in the House of Lords. 

I must now revert to an event that 
filled the heart of every loyal subject with 
the deepest sorrow. — It pleased God to de- 
prive the nation of its guardian genius ; — t 
who fell a martyr to his unwearied attention, 
arid nnpat^Ueled perseverance, in the best 
cause — that of his country ; — this great man, 
after having delivered England frorti Bona- 
parte's threats of invasion; and effectually 
crushed the power of those who insidiously 
endeavoured to assist the tyrant in his pur^ 
poses, resigned a life, the loss of which will 
ej»r be deplored by the friends of the country. 
This event threw the power of forming a 
new Administration into the harids of Lord 
Grenville. 

At that period. Lord Eldon was Chan- 
cellor, whose abilities and integrity in his 
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station procured him the veneration of the 
good and virtuous, aad secured him the con- 
fidence of his Sovereign. 

4 

Lprd EUenborough was Chief Justice 
oC England, a man of inflexible integrity, 
and transcendant abilities ; possessing an 
intrepidity of mind, not to be shaken by 
the popular thunder of any opposition. 

Lord Melville, notwithstanding all the 
outrageous attempts of a despicable faction, 
to lessen him in the estimation of mankind, 
was not only one of the greatest practical 
statesmen in Europe, but a terrific host in 
the sight of the faction. 

Lords Hawkesbury and Castlereagh 
were the tried friends of their King and 
Country, (and whom, it is said, his Majesty 
expressed a v* ish to remain in office) whose 
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eminent qualifications to form a part of the 
Government were unquestionable. 

Lord Mulgrave was secretary of the 
foreign department, and he discharged the 
duties of that important office with promp- 
titude, vigilance, and secrecy, seldom equal- 
led, and never surpassed. . 

Lord Barham's Administration, at the 
head of the Admiralty, rendered it the most 
glorious aera of the British navy. 

Mn Canning, whose brilliant abilities, 
and familiar acquaintance with all the de- 
partments of the state, had long procured 
him the friendship, confidence, and esteem 
of his illustrious preceptor, Mr, Pitt ; no 
slender proof, it must be confessed, of his 
integrity. 

I shall not insult the judgment of any 

D 
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^njan»,.by^ drawing a, comparison ,betw^n 
Lord H(qnry Petty and his successor^ Mr* 
PerciYal,-7-the distinction is too obvious. 

, What then could induce Lord.Greiiyille 
to reject the services of such men as th€;se ? 
Men whom he niight have had, and saved 
himself the mortification that a cpntirary 
conduct has produced. These are the men 
his Majesty has graciously restored/ and 
who now compose the most powerful and 
patriotic Administration this coufatry ever 
knew ; and in whom it must be confessed we 
have gained, in virtuous deipth, all we lost 
in profligate 5rea</^A, — Where then wa^^ the 
prudence or policy to form an abominable 
coalition with the Foxites, obnoxious even 
to the mob of the country, and assqc^iate 
himself with a set of men, who had for 
more than twenty years past, held him up as 
a man possessing neither ability, virtue, or 
'common honesty ; an inhuman jnopster, the 
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^i^oo^panion of an horde of murderers,* >and * 
j.:men whom his ^Liordship had unceasii^ly, 
and ver J justly, reproached with maintaining 
, principles subversive of. the constitution* 

. His Lordship had, certainly an unques- 
. tiqn^ble right to pardon all the opprobrious 
. ' laqguage, wand degrading insults he received, 
80 far. as xelated to himself ; — I shall, there- 
fore»: not inquire what degree of consolation 
his new-born intimacy with' these merciless 
^calumniators horded him, or what apology 
he deigned to accept, for alTronts that his 
valet would, riot have recpnciled to the feel- 
ings of a man.— ^Tbe . requisition I have to 
jmake.his Lordship, nespecting his introduc- 
ing suGh:iiien to his Sovereign, partakes of 
9; pore weighty consideration; his LQr4ship 

* Mr. Fox, in his speech on the Huttings, at Covent 

* Garden, to maoifest bis veneiaftion^ibr treason, ailaded ta 

,, tbeL..e3L(K;ut}pn of^Despard, az^ his companions j which, bf 

the bye was no great conapixnient to Lord EUenborough^ 

^.^Wbo tried. theiQ. 
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could not be ignorant, that the very men 
who had incessantly reprobated him and 
his colleagues, manifested very little more 
respect for his Majesty ; but, least his Lord- 
ship, in the fervor of his veneration for the 
newly-discovered virtues of Mr. Fox and 
his party, should have forgot all, or any of 
their tokens of loyalty, I will take the 
liberty of refreshing his memory; not by 
a general accusation that may be liable to \ 
palliation, error, or a variation of construc- 
tion, but from facts, atrocious as authen- 
tic; facts resting on the verity of Record, 
not only in Parliament, but in different 
courts of justice ;^ — and here I cannot forego 
an observation upon l§is Lordship s extreme 
htimility, in sacrificing his own magnifi^cent 
talents to decorate those of a factious 
demagpgue : — What daeftion could have 
whispered his Lordship to give, up his own 
consequence, to exalt the coiftparative ini- 
becile abilities of such men, no mortal 
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can account for, consistent with any princi* 
pie, but such as must degrade his Lordship 
in the estimation of mankind, to a degree 
of baseness I forbear to mention. 

In pursuing the loyalty, patriotism, 
and talents, of the men with whom his Lord- 
ship chose to join in the government of the 
country, I shall be reduced to the necessity 
of quoting maiiy passages from my own 
forrner publications,* not only for their ap- 
propriation to the present subject, but to 
shew that my opinion has been systematic, 
and too sturdy to be warped by the consi*^ 
deration . of who was in, or out of pow^n 
It will not be necessary, or indeed very 
easy, to traverse through the extensive his- 

* It must be confessed, I was somewhat prophetic in 
tlie assertion, that it was impossible an administration of patcl:- 
work, made up of such a compound of discordant principle.^, 
opposite views, and latent hostilities, stitched together, as it 
were, with the film of a cobweb, could hang together lodger 
than the meeting of the new Parliament. 
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tory that exhibits the multifaridud khd-ffia--- 
bolical tenets of their political creed; nor is 
it essential to my purpose to follow theiti by ' 
any thing like ia progressive narrative :- it is 
sufficient, that I shew their whole political 
career for twenty years past, (some twelve 
months excepted) to have been one uninter- 
rupted system of public warfare with the 
peace and prosperity of the country. 

Were not these the men who inces* 
santly sowed the seeds of discord between 
the Heir-apparent and the Sovereign, and 
which created' a general regret through tiie 
kingdom ? and who, but for their per- 
nicious advice, would have been the 
most popular and splendid Prince in Eu-^ 
rope? / - 

When the intellectual health of his 
Majesly, to the great grief of the nation, 
was wounded with a severity that rendered 
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a rqgehcy necessary, or, at least, an apology 
for adoptiiig the measare, who Were the trien, 
at that diistressing period, that rushed for- 
ward to seize the government of the coun- 
try ?— Mr. Fox, and his equally unprincipled 
and profligate adherents. 

Mr. Pitt's conduct upon that occasion, 
aided by the truly independent and magna- 
nimous Thurlow, will endear their memory 
to every friend of the country, till the page 
of history becomes obliterated by time. 
They smote the hydra, with herculjsati 
force; Heaven seconded the blow, and le- 
velled the monster with the dust. The in- 
cessant and fervent^, supplications of a sor- 
rowing peopile wer^ heard ^nd accepted kt 
the throne of grace;— his Majesty was re- ' 
stored to the bosom 6f his affectionate sub- 
jects*;— -the' voice of thankfulness ethoed^ 
thriUgh the land; and, in the ihestiiflilbte ^ 
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King of England, all Europe recognized the 
Man of the People ! 

When the horrid principles of, the 
French revolution filled the nation with la- 
mentation, were not the speeches of these 
men, in the House of Commons, pregnant 
with the most strenuoijs efforts to encourage 
the butcheries that exterminated the royal 
family> and openly applauding the pnnciples 
of the revolution ; declaring it to be the 
only government fit to live under ? avowing 
their approbation of those miscreantic re- 
gicides, Robespierre and Brissot ? 

Who were the men, that, unblushingly, 
declared upon oath, in a Court of Justice, 
that they knew, and cherished all the hellish 
purposes of the fell traitor, O'Connor ? and 
which purposes were avowedly those of 
rendering England a slaughter-house to 
the first monster in nature ? 
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Who were the men that bestowed such 
rapturous encomiums upon the traitors, who 
were delegated to invite Buonaparte to in- 
vade this kingdom ? 

And were the men who maintained such 
damnable doctrines, the only subjects Lord 
Grenville could select to form an .adminis- 
tration of ALL THE VIRTUE AND TALENTS 
IN THE nation! 

Are th6 men who have triumphantly 
avowed their patronage of every daring 
violator of our happy constitution, the only 
persons to be appointed guardians of its 
purity ? ^ 

Has not the whole tenor of their lives 
composed a systematic hostility to' the pe^ce, 
honor, and dignity of their Sovereign ? and 
was the tranquillity of that system ever 
disturbed, imtil they came into office ? Did 
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iV 



not' Mr. Fox, in the face of the House of 
Commbns,* assail the sacred character of 
bis ' Majesty, in a speech that even 
John Wilkes, in the zenith of his libel- 
lous audacity, would have trembled to 
contemplate ? for, did he not dieclat-e/ the 
King to be the tfeatitte of the people f And 
those whb will compare that effusion of 
sedition to the Whole tenor of his reverence ' 
toiyards his Majesty, will not be at a loss 
to find Mr. Fox*s genuine meaning: — ^for 
that unpardonable affront his name was 
struck but 6f the Pri%y Council; perhaps 
in times lefss favorable t6 democratic teme- 
rity 'his head woiild have been sttuck' ftom 
bis shoulders. — ^What symjJtoms of loyalty 
di(l the Duke of , Norfolk ever discover ! 
except those he exhibited In the bacharialian 
toast at tJie Whig' Club; The Swereignty df 
the people ! for which he exp'erie^iiced a 
similar degriadaf ioh with Mr. Foxi 
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Will Lord Grenville say, he was ttoac- 
quaSnted with all these efforts of distiii^ ^ 
gukhed loyalty f or, can he ' preisurtie his' 
Majesty; who, it is said, reads^ * every 
morning, paper, tould remain ignoi'aiit of 
the^ repeated insults he had received ; and 
thait, with such knowledge^ he could so 
far* be brought to a reconciliation with 
/Aoife extravagant marks of disloyalty ? Did 
not'Lord GrenVille knoVe, that the /Ring had 
twibe Rejected the terms on which Mr/Fox 
was attempted to be brought into office ? 
W&at, then, must have been the state of bis ; 
Lordship's nerves^ when he pressed him 
updn the Sovereign, to fill ' a situation that 
muit daily call to his Maj^sty*s recollection 
the* indignities he had offered him ! Is it 
posMble'to suppose, that Mr. Fox could be 
cordially received^ and his Majesty remain 
totally free from a degree of irritation at his 
past conduct ? 
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Injuries like those Mr. Fox dealt his 
SovereigD, are seldom forgiven between 
gentlemen/ but upon certain conditions ; — 
and, if \jre extept Lord Qrenville, I do not 
believe there is a gentleman in England that 
would not have enforced those conditions, 
and have brought Mr. Fox either to solicit 
pardon for his transgressions, or answer for 
them at the muzzle of a pistol. After these 
damning proqfs of triumphant sedition, and 
boasted dislojahy, added to their adoption 
of ruinous measures for Oppressing the peo- 
ple, could it be expeqted, that his. Majesty 
would not seize the very first advantage- 
ous opportunity to dismiss them ? and call^ 
to his council men, whose talents, integrity, 
and zeal, for the welfare of the country,, 
had long given him perfect satisfaction, and 
in whose loyalty he could place entire con- 
fidence? 

When Lord Melville was restored to his 
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Majesty's councils, from which he had been 
driven by the incessant yells of those poli- 
Hfital bloodhounds, the measure, (a most 
fortunate* one for this country) drew from 
the malignant faction incessant torrents of 
verbal acrimony. The restoration of that 
able nobleman has been deemed a violation 
of their assumed privilege, to plunder the 
country, unchecked bylaw, and to invade our 
liberties, uncontroled by the royal preroga- 
tive ; but, when these very men advised his 
Majesty to restore Mr. Fox to his council, 
whose hideous principles towards loyalty 
ought to have banished him the presence 
of his Sovereign for ever, upon that re- 
gretted occasion the trumpets of faction 
were all tuned to harmonise Mr. Fox's 



* My prediction in a former publi<^atio^ is literally and 
happily folfiUed 5 for I foretold^ his Lordship would not only be 
called to his Majesty's council^ but to the trust of one of (k% 
£rs^ situations in the State. 
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....^j^ejmqcijaftic. rappstecy, and ;his;,%a%:,and 
iui^f^i^^^ was proclaiiped; through-, the 

.comitry, to the mockery of decency ^nd 
-, ,fpHsw^iop;SiBnse.i^TjnnGr did Lord Grenville^ in 
.J thepacQT^isra of :higr, affectionate attachment 

,.to :his^Miyesty,.^ver suggest the surprise ^hat 
,:Hfl9:Ust4(eize,th€ mjnd of his truly loyal sub- 
^ jjj^cts, :TV:hen they were told, that a mphle 

r>«er/^^hadl)een afforded an opportunity of 
;;^ stringing his royal master a second time. 

, However, Lord Grenville collectedr in-. 
, vi trepidity sufficient to surmount the trenjen- 
,,,,4p^s pyramid of obstacles that lay in his 
',, way: regardless of the agitation of. the 

public mind, and not over solicitous to con- 
, suit, his Majesty's feelings, he accomplished 

his pui:pose^ in forming an, administration 

\ that will ever remain a disgraceful draw-back 

* on his loyalty and patriotism ; an adrftinistra* 

tion which commenced in a systqpa of p^c^la-* 
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^ tion. and corruption, .happily jujkjjiown in 
. theji^cords of ministerial proyj^ess. 

The first condition entered into for^jthe 
jtme of the pubUc was the patriotic* b^ter, 
oi; commercial swop^ between Lord Qren- 
ville and Mr, Fox; — his Lordsliip, it is said, 
cheerfully resigned all the Treasury . patro- 
nage into his hands ; who, in return, under- 
to»k to bring about a legal reconciliation 
between the two situations his . LQrdship 
held, somewhat at variance in point of Jaw 
and sovmd policy with each other. That 



* Perhaps no word in the English language has been de- 
bauched and warped into such odious deformity, as patriptisoi : 
it is now become the pioneer of adventuring faction 5 or, as 
Lord Melville j ustl)r ternaed it, "a cloak for Rascality j"- --it i» 
tendered as a security for the public virtue, and integrity of 
every state pauper, and political impostor ; but bow unlike 
pure and unadulterated patriotism, the very essence of minis- 
terial excellence ? — Such a patriot will endeavour to preserve, 
wnsviUi^di the noblest of the. royal prerogative,^ the power of 
promoting, merit, and rewarding virtue j—^he will di»dai;i that 
monopoly, which seizes on the royal favor, and prostitutes it to 
.0.1 f?J»iJjr.co5i^fp.tion8 aii4jp^y l^^gues, , ; j .,'.'. 
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Mt. Fox fulfilled Ins contract the Records 
of Parliament are incontestable vouchers; 
nor is the public wholly ignorant of the 
0candalous use he made of that profuse 
patronage so liberally ceded to him,— a power 
which enabled him to commence a scene of 
oppression and plunder, sufficient to draw 
down the execration due to the worst species 
of rapacity. Numbers of Gentlemen, who 
had long held places suitable to their talents 
and integrity, and others whose eminent 
services to the country had been rewarded 
by pensions^ were most infamously driven 
from the enjoyment of their well-earned 
emoluments, to make room for men who 
were unknown, but in the boisterous cla- 
mour of the. WTiig Club, — inflammatory 
paragraph-mongers, and others, employed 
in the most unworthy means to advance Mr. 
Fox's popularity, and calumniate their king 
and^-6very virtuous character;— and for whom 
this unwieldy state sponge, had he lived. 
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would have sucked the very blood and vitals 
of the country. 

It seeips that Lord Grenville regretted^ 
that Mr. Fox'3 death had deprived him pf . 
an opportunity of providing for all his 
friends; and his Lordship was desirous, 
to find the remnant of the buff and blue 
squad remaining unquartered on the public, 
that HE might furnish them with billets, ap- 
propriate to their rank and merits, Methinks 
a very slender portion of assiduity would 
have gratified his Lordship's anxiety on that 
subject; — he had only to search the crimi- 
nal records for acquitted traitors, — ^to hunt 
for the surviving confederates of O'Connor, 
— to prpcure a list of all the belweathers of 
faction, torch-bearers of sedition, and heralds 
of infuriated treason ; — in a word, his Lord- 
ship might find a friend to Mr. Fox in every 
enemy to loyalty ; for Frost, Hardy, Thel- 
well, and Bonney are not yet properly pr<h 
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mded for, though they ranked very high in 
Mr. Fox's friendship. 

An apologist of Mr. Fox has attempted 
to palliate all these dreadful outrages^ hy 
^ying# that he accomplished the ruin of the 
gentlemen he turned out of office, with as little 
harshness as possible.^^lt must he confessed^ 
this k an extraordinary qualification of his 
jobberies; for thfe man who commits twenty 
burglaries,, may with equal justice claim an 
exemption from punishment^ because he 
neither set fire to the houses, or murdered 
the inhabitants. 

It is a melancholy consideration, that 
in Mr. Fox's short and detestable assymption 
of power, places of great trust and emolu- 
ment have been filled by men, who, for 
twenty years past, were never heard of, hvA 
in the most profligate exercise of democratic 
delinquency; and that every man^ who$e 
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loyialty atKi incessant endeavours to support 
the prosperity of his country, has been 
doomed to encounter the vengeance of men, 
whose ambition was that of poisoning the 
very essence of the constitution. 

Jiord Grey seems to promise himself a 
gre^t degree of success frorii the irritated 
state of the pubhc mind; and in rendering 
the faction which he and his colleagues are 
constantly nourishing, subservient to this his 
iavourite pursuit;— but I sincerely hope that 
(he people of England have nearly exhausted 
all their credulity ; that they plaiiily see the 
delusive promises of wild reformists, and 
that they have little faith in the petition of 
the CITY EABBLE ; that the broad imposture 
of Colonel Wardle is clearly understood, 
and that nine men out of ten possess un* 
derstanding sufficient to disregard his* pro* 
testations, who has forfeited bis pretensi- 
ons to credit^ though on oath iii a court 

E 2 
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of justice; nor willthe twopenny subscriptions 
which coinpose the freight of his contemp* 
tible begging box, estabU^h a proof of his 
having acted any part, but that of a despe- 
rate, needy adventurer; or what is still more 
degrading, the profligate tool of a despicable 
faction! ' 

It is a lamentablie conaderation, that 
the common people of this country are, 
against all experience and admonition, con- 
stantly made the dupes of unprincipled im- 
postors, who so far from having their inter- 
est in view, are only anausing them with fal- 
lacious pretences, making them believe that 
every man who has virtue or ability to form 
a part of the government of the country, 
must be an enemy to its privileges and pro- 
sperity ! Hence they are continually bawl- 
ing for a change of ministers ; and perhaps 
they may be shortly gratified, as the pre- 
sent administration appear to be on the eve 
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of r^ignatiOQ. But where shall we look for a 
better ? I am persuaded we shall not find 
them amon^ the patriots in either House of 
Parliament 

It 

One would really suppose it a circum- 
stance not worthy the consideration of the 
great mass of the people, that the ministers 
who go out of office secure, to themselves 
and their subordinate colleagues/ pensions 
and reversions to an enormous amount ; and 
that the very first object of those who. suc- 
ceed them, is to benefit by their exajiiple, 
and secure to themselves and friends similar 
provisions ; the payment of which is the only 
advantage the publiq<5an possibly derive from 
the change : for as to t8^lQnts, intf grity^ op 
patriojtism, they have very, little to boast 
over each other; the distinction is, merely 
abusing those in power, aqd extolling those 
who are out ! 

But of all symptoms of frantic lunacy, 
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are the ravings for a reform in Parliahient 
What is it th^se idiots mean ? The only plea 
is a repetition of that popular nonsense; 
equal representation, for which purpose ro/* 
ten boroughs must be disfranchised. Can 
they get rid of the rotten hearts which they 
send tie) Parli»ment> which alone is the nation^ 
al grievaniie? W^at ddes it signify in reality 
whether OldSarum se:nds twenty members, oi^ 
whethertbe city of London does not send one ? 
No ttmtter what description of people send 
therhf' th6 evil consists in the dcsciription of 
men i^A^ are sent : the majority of the elec^. 
tors seldom have judgment to discriminate 
whether they arfe«eedy adventurers, turbu- 
lent democrats, or wretched court syco-* 
phaots : indeed if they should happen to be 
neith^^ Hvtien- chosen, we shall «soofn find 
them, when there, divided into each class; 
The idea of an equal representation is farci- 
cal in the extreme. My footman is neither 
a freeholder or burgher, but, like thousands 
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oF others, represeated in ParUftment as e& 
Cectually as the\most wealthy citizen of Lom 
don. I have before observed, it is of little 
moment how, and by whom, eight hundred 
senators are convened in the naj^ional^assem* 
bly ; the moment they take their ^eats they 
become the representatives of every Bntish 
sdbject; theJajK^ they. pas$caU for the ohe*^ 
dience of the p^r as well aft the peasant : on 
the other hand, they afford equal proteetAoo.: 
Will jt, or can it, be said, that legitimate 
Englishmen, such as the member for Suttex^ 
and I hope a few others iike him (thougb 
perhaps very few), .would Jthink they dis^ 
charge their doty by coasultmg the. exdu* 
sive immunities of those whose province it 
was to jsend them to Paiiianieot ?. I say^ 
would John Fuller remain inattentive to any^ 
measure that did not embrace the general 
welfare ? From some recent specimens* of 

* Iq tbe diebote respading Lord WtilUnglMi't ptmiii^* 
Mr. Faller'sdedMitioii, thai li^ wmild fi)U fiy Um rw$ti ef 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 

that gentleman's independence, the country 
may confidently reply. No ! 

With respect to the modern plan of 
reform, even were it carried into effect, 
Ivhat would be its operation, but the inevi- 
table destruction of the country and the 
constitution itself? The avowed aim of the 
present system of reform is, the procuring 
an independent House of Commons; a mea- 
sure totally inimical to the balance of our 
constitution ; and wise men, who love their 
country, dre£(d nothing so much as inde- 
pendence in that branch of our government 
History affords us ample proofs of the mis- 
chief arising from an independent House 
of Commons: in the* sixteenth century it 
engrossed the whole power to^tself, chang-i 

a man who hail been croyrned with success in fourteen battles,, 
was an emanation of Spartan brevity, pregnant with more elo- 
quence than can be gathered from the laboured harangues that 
occupied the ing^nuit^ of both parties foi^ hours. 
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ed the form of governuient, mu];dered tbe 
king, annihilated the peers, and established 
the worst kind of democracy that ever ex- 
isted ! ^ Are. we then to court and soUcit a re^ 
petition of the same dreadful calamities, by 
being cursed with a similar species of re- 
form ? Ilowever, as the plan is impractica- 
ble, there will be no great national injury in 
the theoretic indulgence of democratic mad^ 
oess^ . . , 

By the daily paper before me, I am iQi^ 
formed that Sir F. Burdett thinks ihe privi- 
leges of the subject, and the sacred .liberty 
of the press, wpunded through the sides of 
Mr< Gale Jones ; and by way of furnishing 
me with a diflfereatx^pinion, the same paper 
announces Lord Castlereagh having found 
a bill of indictment against Mr. Jones for a 
libel; which may perhaps be the subject of 
another appeal to the House of Commons 
by some of the devotees of the liberty of 
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thf press ;. a libetty, which if iliscreetly and 
properly exercised/ is one of the greatest 
blessings an Englishman can enjoy : hut as ' 
these men mean to make it the shining merit 
of their opposition^ it may not be amiss to 
(State their political creed upon that subject 

It is their opini^i, that the lib^ty of 
tlie press ought to he an unbounded liceace 
to abuse all men and^U things ; to blast th4» 
fair reputation of any man, and to asperse 
the best councils of ministers ; it is a liberty 
to. publish every thing scandalous in its 
nature, to sdr up sedition and trdason^ un^ 
restrained and unpunished, and to defame 
without reparation- But the cbctrines of 
the Burdettites and other adherents to the 
principles of such men as^ Mr; Gale Jones^ 
go yet further ; for by their description and 
definitions of liberty, injuries done to a na- 
tion by writing of puWisbing any thing to 
overturn the govemment^ is not criminal ; 
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so that the public faare^not the ri^ht of am 
individual; and a minister's fame is in a 
worse condition than 'that of the meanest 
subject ; any thing de&matory may be cir-i 
culated ags^inst him ; any odious designs 
falsely laid to his charge : for they think it 
honest, great, and laudable to destroy his 
good name by any means, merely because 
he discharges trusts of an high natwre : jus*' 
tice is to correct all the members of the 
body but the tongue^ all instruments of ao* 
ticHi but the pen, and all the vehicles of scaft^ 
dal but the press. By this doctrine^ Mberty, 
like a sword, is put into men*9 hands, nol 
only for defence, but even for destructicHi ; 
stnd whatever havoc is made wickedly oi» 
wantonly, so it is against a king of his mi-' 
nisters, it is not to be accounted for or puv 
Dished. . 

As the late petition, falsely called the 
petition of the Mayor and Corporation of 
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the City of; London, was apparently calcu- 
lated to aid and sanction tj^iis damnable doc-- 
trine, it is impossible I should take ray leave 
of the subject without a compent upon it ; 
bis Majesty's axjswer to which, has been pro- 
mulgated as an outrageous privation of the 
liberty of the subjects. That the city of 
London, like any otHer city, eiyoys the pri-^ 
vilege of laying their just complaints befpre 

r 

their ;Spvereign, there can be no doubt, and 
it is a measure that no minister ever attempt* 
ed to impede, when presented in the legal 
form of a legitimate act of the corporation. 
In the late instance this right was notdis<« 
puted ; but dictating to the Sovereign hpw 
and wb^re he should receive it, has ever been 
denied: and upon a former ocqasion, M'hen 
^ similar requisition was made by the city of 
London, the answer was in the following 
words : ** His Majesty will always be ready ta 
receive the pakions of the corporation of Lon^ 
doUi but where, when, and in what manner, his 
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Majesty holds himself the best judge *^ If I 
remember right, the petition that drew forth 
this answer from his Majesty was like the 
present, any thing but the genuine petition 
of the corporation ; it was an audacious in- 
trusion on his Majesty's prerogative, com- 
posed of a seditious faction, and obtained 
by ruffianly violence, in which the respec- 
table part of the citizens were prevented of- 
fering their opinion upon the measure, by 
torrents of outrage and personal violence ; 
and was afterwards disavowed by a counter 
petition of no less than eighteen aldermen, 
and all the eminent merchants. When the 
late Sir James Eyre was recorder, he held 
the proceedings of the political lunatics of 
that day in such abhorrence, that he peremp- 
torily refused to present what they called a 
corporate petition, declaring he would not 
tiegrade himself by becoming the tool of a 
factious rabble; and to manifest his con- 
tempt for them and their petitions, indig- 
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nantly T€s»igiied liis oifiioe : for which mag« 
nftQimous loyalty he wafihftftel^^Gt^4s ^ewardr 
. ed with the chief baronshlp of the Court of 
Elxehequer; accompanied by the acclaim of 
ev^ry honest and loyal man in the kingdom* 

That petition, or rathejr impudent re- 
'.quisition^ called upod his Majesty to dissolve 
his Parliainent ; and the ^petition in ques*- 
tion 4nore audaciously required hi^ Majesty 
to disregard all law and justice, by punishing 
his ministers, and the commanders of his 
uavy and army> befare they v^ere legally atOLs* 
€d af my offence t The proceedings in the 
House;of Commons at this moment justify 
his Majesty's gracious answer, and prove the 
petition both premature and impertinent; 
and that mmisters bad received correct in- 
formation of the meanis by which it was ob* 
lained, and that it did Hot convey the senti- 
ments of a fiftieth part of the citizens ; unless 
we can suppose that the resolutions of the 
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JF!leet*dIt€h dowlas merchant, the huzxa^ 
hunting sheriff, or the limping patriotism of 
the lord mayor^ constitute a comprehem^ive 
representation of all the citizens of London f 
This petition of all THB cmzENS brings to 
my mind a circumstance attending the mock 
trial of Charles the First When the insult^ 
ed Monarch .enquired of Bradshaw, the pre« 
sident, who were his accusers, he was told, 
M jiU the people 4ff Englmd t' Upon which. 
Lady Fairfax being in the house, <;eilled out, 
?• Vou lie f nar half a quarter of t/ie people of 
England r And I trust, for the dignity of 
common sense, that eight million people 
will not consent to be dictated to by a greasy 
gang of pot-house politicians, because they 
hare served seven yekrs apprenticeship be« 
hind counten in the city of Londo^i. It 
seems the same miscreantic crew have 
presented another abominable scrawl, equal- 
ly unprincipled and audacious, cialliiKg upon 
his Majesty to dii^nse.witb the noblest pre- 
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that of promoting and rewarding merit. 
To what length will this kennel of yelping 
beagles proceed I They have already gone 
far enough to ensure themselves the ridi- 
cule of indignant posterity ; and it is pro- 
per that these groveling, ignorant, servile i 
wretches should be reminded, that Lord 
AVellington is the universally esteemed Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, and of more consequence 
to the interest of Europe, and more orna- 
mental to society, than all his enemies put 
together, whether collected in Guildhall or 
the two Houses of Parlian»ent. 

But to exhibit the principles of the pe-» 
tittoners in a more execrable point of view, 
let the reader jecoUect, that th6 very men 
who would attempt to deprive Lord Wel- 
lington of that remuneration which his bril* 
liant services merit, are the very men who 
-yoted the freedom of their city Jto be given 
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in a gold box, and hung out a mendicant 
supplication in every corner, to rewai^d the ' 
profligacy of one of the most mischievous . 
impostors that ever cursed the couhtuy, and : 
to enable him to defeat his credito^ in ob- 
taining their just debt, awarded Jt?1^ ^i jury. 

of the country, / 

/ 

I do not mean any thing like marked or 
personal disrespect tojhe present Lord 
Mayor> but I must^say, had I been chief 
magistrate of the, city of London, I wpuld 
riot have sijffered any description of my fel-^ 
low cit>^ns to be outraged by a licentious 
.j:kh'^¥; I would have commanded and kept 
the peace, and prevented the disgraceful 
clamour with which Mr. Sheriff Atkins, and. 
other respectable men, were so shamefully* 
assailed; and this I would have done, though 
my popularity might have suiTered a mo- 
mentary diminution, and curtailed the in- 
temperate huzzas which awaited a* different . 
line of conduct. 
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Upon this iSDbjeet I sball only observe, 
that I would cherish that popularity which 
foUov i an intrepid discharge bf my duty, 
and hiM: that which is run after, at the call 
of the ephemeral passions of -men totally 
devoid o)* judgment or modferation^ and 
who would abandon their idol of to*day iti 
favour of a more worthless impostor to- 
morrow. ^\ 

V 

P, S*^^ SiiSce the, foregoing pages went to 
the press, Mr. Grdttan, in presenting his pe- 
tition from th« Catholics, exhibited such a 
picture of genuine patriotism as cainnot fail 
securing bito the applause of every md«53g^ 
the united kingdom, whose praise is worth 
acceptance: With respect to myself, I re- 
ceive ample gratification from his speech ; 
for the reader will observe, by comparing it 
with what I' have advanced, that it is a flat^ 
taring illustration of the points upon which 
my whole argument turnsi viz. that of sub- 
mitting to pontifical controul, by denying 
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iiis Majesty a VETO in the Pope's denomina- 
tion of Catholic bishops. If we concede to 
this, they may proceed in their requisitions, 
that the appointment of Protestant bishops 
may also be subject to the Pope's veto ; and 
doom us to a double-fold tyranny, that must 
inevitably destroy the monarchy and consti- 
tution of this country. 

I perfectly coincide with the amiable 
principles of Mr. 6rattan> 1 would ^ve th« 
Catholics EVEEY thing but the constitution* 
As I befi3re observed, it is not sufficient to 
guard against probabilities, but completely 
shut the door s^inst possibilities ; I wisli 
them full participation in every thing that 
Protestants enjoy,, except independence of 
his Majesty's vote, at least in the appoint- 
ment of their supreme ecclesiastics, and the 
chief command of our army and navy. 

March 3, 1810. 

THE END. 
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